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Proposed Pattern of Wards for the Electoral Review of Rochdale Borough 

 

 

Introduction 

 
1. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) informed the    

Council, in early 2019, of its decision to carry out an Electoral Review of the 
Council size (number of elected Councillors) and the number of wards and ward 
boundaries for Rochdale Borough Council. 

 
1.1 This report sets out the Council’s response to the invitation from the LGBCE to 

put forward its preferred future pattern of wards for Rochdale Borough.  
 

1.2 All of the proposed warding patterns within this submission adhere to the 
statutory criteria governing electoral reviews set out by the LGBCE: 
 

 The new pattern of wards should mean that each councillor 
represents roughly the same number of voters as elected members 
elsewhere in the authority to secure equality of representation. 

 

 Ward patterns should, as far as possible, reflect community interests 
and identities and boundaries should be identifiable. 

 

 The electoral arrangements should promote effective and 
convenient local government and reflect the electoral cycle of the 
council. 

 
1.3 In developing the future pattern of wards, the Council has recognised the 

importance of electoral equality to a fair democratic process and has understood 
and considered that delivering Rochdale’s priorities relies on ward boundaries 
which reflect the communities they serve, bringing partners and communities 
with common interests and identities within clearly recognised geographical 
boundaries.  
 

1.4 The proposed ward boundaries within this submission seek to capture the 
characteristics of Rochdale’s established and emerging communities whilst 
reflecting the important role these boundaries will play in supporting the delivery 
of public service from 2022 onwards. 
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Background 

 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.1 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 
 
 
 
 
 

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England conduct a rolling 
programme of electoral reviews throughout the country. The most common 
reasons for undertaking an electoral review are where there are significant 
changes in population, localised increases from major housing developments or 
the movement of people into, out of, or within a local authority area resulting in 
poor levels of electoral equality. 
 
The LGBCE had decided to review all Greater Manchester boroughs that hadn’t had 
an Electoral Review since the programme began in the early 2000s.  
 
The review will take place in its entirety from July 2019 to April 2021. Any changes 
that are made in regards to council size and ward boundaries will come into effect 
at the local government elections in May 2022. 
 
The electoral review consists of two main stages; 
 

 Council size (Stage 1): before ward boundaries are redrawn the 
Commission will come to a view on the total number of councillors to be 
elected to the council in future. A decision on council size is concluded after 
hearing the council’s (and/or councillors’) views during the preliminary 
phase. 

 

 Ward boundaries (Stage 2):  Secondly, the Commission will redraw ward 
boundaries so that they meet statutory criteria. Councils have an 
opportunity to put forward ideas regarding the boundaries in two phases of 
public consultation. 
 

Following the conclusion of the Council Size stage of the review, the LGBCE 
confirmed that it is minded to recommend that the Council should continue to 
have 60 Councillors. As the authority elects by thirds the LGBCE aim to agree a 
pattern of three Councillors per ward. This will result in the Council retaining 20 
wards. 
 

 

Methodology 

 
2.          
 
 
 
2.1 
 
 
 

 
The submission for the proposed pattern of wards has been led and developed by a 
cross party steering group consisting of members from each of the main two 
political parties; Labour and Conservative. 
 
The forecasted 2026 electorate at polling district level, as calculated and approved 
in Rochdale Council’s Council Size submission to the LGBCE, has been used as the 
foundation for members of the steering group to develop the proposed new 
wards.  
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2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
2.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The forecasted electorate for Rochdale in 2026 is 175,302. The forecasted 
figures take into account LGBCE guidelines incorporating expected new 
housing developments and predicted demographic changes.  
 
In order to deliver electoral equality with a council size of 60 Councillors, the 
steering group has proposed ward boundaries that allow for an electorate of 
an average of 2,921 per Councillor (8765 electors per ward), with no ward 
exceeding a variance of +/- 10% of the average. 
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Warding Patterns for Rochdale 2026 

 

3. The map below shows the Council’s proposed warding pattern for Rochdale. An 
effort was made to have wards that were cohesive around communities but also 
geographically more circular with clear natural boundaries.  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 The table on the next page shows the electorate variance based on the ward 
boundary proposals from the cross party member steering group. The new ward 
boundary proposals mean every ward now has a variance within the Local 
Government Boundary Commissions tolerance level as set out in their guidance; 
which is within +/-10%. The steering group was keen to ensure and promote 
electoral equality for local voters across the borough meaning each Councillor 
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represents roughly the same number of the electorate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 The following section of this report details the proposed ward boundary changes for 
each ward. Geographically the new ward boundary is described in detail as well as 
context to the changes and how this affects the local communities within the 
borough.  

 

3.3 A detailed comparison of the change in electoral variance, as well as proposed ward 
boundary maps listed alphabetically are appended to this report. 

 

3.4 

 

 

 

 

3.5 Proposed Ward Boundary for Balderstone & Kirkholt 

 

 The new ward boundary for Balderstone and Kirkholt begins north from Rochdale 
Canal running south along Oldham Road and then west onto Broad Lane. The 

Ward: Balderstone & Kirkholt 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8924 

Forecasted Electorate Variance           +2% 
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boundary continues south running down Broad Lane until it meets the south border 
with Oldham borough. 

 

 The southern boundary remains the same as it borders with Oldham borough and 
therefore cannot be altered. To the west, the boundary also remains the same as the 
natural border of the A627 (M) acts as a wall between Balderstone & Kirkholt and 
Castleton wards.  

 

 On the northern boundary, Stoney Vale Court now belongs to the Castleton ward. 
The boundary will run from the motorway to the west along the canal back to the 
north. The natural boundary of the canal acts as a geographical barrier between the 
two wards. 

  

 The proposed changes to the ward boundary  decreases the electorate meaning if 
accepted, the variance will be close to the average number of electors per ward with 
a variance of +2%. 

 

3.6 

 

 

 

 

3.7 Proposed Ward Boundary for Bamford 

 
 The boundary of Bamford ward has been changed in polling districts HA HC HD and 

their boundaries with North Heywood, Bamford and Spotland & Falinge wards.   

 The west boundary of Bamford with Norden (in HC polling district) used to run to the 

east of Jowkin Lane then down Norden Road and then west along Bury and Rochdale 

Old Road.  This boundary has now been moved east to go south down Furbarn Lane, 

then following  the Rake onto School Lane to the junction with Ashworth Road 

where it then goes south to the junction with Bury and Rochdale Old Road. The 

boundary now follows roads and not paths but more importantly brings Bamford 

Chapel and St Michael’s Church, Bamford back into the area where their 

congregations mainly come from.  

 The boundary then continues south down Bamford Road to Hooley Bridge. The south 

boundary now follows the River Roch instead of Bury and Rochdale Old Road which 

is a more natural boundary. This change means that the small number of houses 

between the River Roch and the current boundary are brought back into the ward as 

they are generally more naturally attached to local communities in Bamford. It also 

means that St. Michael’s school will be in the same ward as St. Michael’s Church, 

Bamford. 

 

Ward: Bamford 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8231 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -6% 
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 The north boundary of HC with Norden has been amended to run right along Clay 

Lane, which is a more natural boundary, meaning that all houses to the south are 

now all together in Bamford ward.  

 The boundary has then been extended north along Bagslate Moor Road, Edenfield 

Road to the existing boundary with Spotland & Falinge ward. This takes the houses 

where many of the residents are families who attend St. Michael’s School and 

Church on the golf course side of Edenfield Road from Norden into Bamford. This 

removes an anomaly of some of the houses on the golf course side of the road being 

in Norden and some in Bamford. All these houses are more in keeping with the 

general type of housing in this part of Bamford and makes the boundary between 

the wards more regular.  

 The boundary then moves along the back of the houses on Passmonds Way, south of 

the housing estate, around the perimeter of Oulder Hill and Redwood schools, then 

around the rear of the properties on Oulder Hill Drive and Taunton Avenue onto 

Bury and Rochdale Old Road. The boundary then goes east along Bury and Rochdale 

Old Road to the junction with Roch Valley Way. 

 The southern boundary in HA remains unchanged but the eastern boundary with 

Milkstone & Deeplish now runs north up Roch Valley Way to the junction with the 

River Roch. This area, Brimrod, has more attachment to the adjoining ward of 

Milkstone and Deeplish. 

 The proposed ward boundary changes increase the electorate slightly although the 

electoral variance is slightly lower at -6%.  

 

3.8 

 

 

 

 

3.9 Proposed Ward Boundary for Castleton 

 

 For Castleton, the boundary has extended on the north east border into the 
Milkstone and Deeplish ward moving along the existing northern boundary line along 
Manchester Road before moving south down New Barn Lane. The boundary then 
follows east across Sandbrook Park circulating Stoney Vale Court before moving back 
south along the natural boundary of the canal and onto Edinburgh Way. This brings 
back into Castleton an area that identifies itself as and was originally in Castleton 
ward prior to the previous ward boundary changes that were made in 2004.  

 

 The boundary then runs south along the motorway until it moves slightly east and 
then south following the existing boundary west until it meets the A627 (M). The 
existing ward is then split west separating the Stakehill Industrial estate into North 

Ward: Castleton 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8822 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +1% 
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Middleton ward where it would be naturally associated by the residents of 
Middleton. 

 

 To the west, the boundary follows around the outside of Manchester Golf Course 
running north to the M62 motorway and then back along the original western 
boundary with the Castleton ward. It was felt this was an appropriate change as the 
golf course is accessible from the Castleton ward rather than Hopwood Hall ward. 

 

 The forecasted electorate was expected to reduce in this ward by 2026 to a variance 
of -5%. The proposed ward boundary changes increase the electorate in Castleton 
meaning if accepted the variance will be close to the average number of electors per 
ward with a variance of +1%. 

 

 

3.10 

 

 

 

 

3.11 Proposed Ward Boundary for Central Rochdale 

 

 The forecasted electoral variance for Central Rochdale ward for 2026 was estimated 
to be -16% due to the demolition of the town flats in Rochdale Centre. Multiple 
changes were required within this ward in order to increase the expected future 
electorate and provide adequate electoral balance within the acceptable tolerance 
level accepted by the LGBCE. 

 

 Along the northern boundary it was decided there would be a reduction in size with 
the boundary running east to west on Foxholes Road instead of Greenbank Road in 
line with Cronkeyshaw Common.  The boundary then meets Whitworth Road before 
meeting the existing boundary line running to the west around Brown Hill School. 

 

 Next the boundary runs south along Sheriff Street and then further south along Toad 
Lane separating Lower Falinge and College Bank back into the ward, as suggested by 
the name ‘Falinge’, where these areas naturally reside; Spotland and Falinge ward. 

 

 The boundary then follows south along St Marys Gate and then back east at 
Newgate where it works along Packer Street and Church Street forming a boundary 
at the east of Broadfield Park. Next the boundary follows east along Drake Street 
before moving south down Maclure Road before following the natural boundary of 
the railway line back east on to the existing boundary.  

 

 Further changes on the southern boundary line follow with the boundary moving 
north from the railway line onto Belfield Lane and onto Dale Street before following 
Woodlands View around to Belfield Old Road. The boundary then moves north on 
the east boundary along Belfield Old Road until it meets the River Roch where it then 
moves to the west of the new development on Albert Royds Street and up Canon 

Ward: Central Rochdale 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8449 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -4% 
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Street crossing Halifax Road before moving west along Red Lane and meeting the 
existing boundary. 

 

 The changes made allow the Belfield community on the east boundary to reunite 
with the rest of Belfield estate across from Albert Royds Street. The estate has a 
strong sense of community identity born out of shared interests, geography and the 
use of the same services and spaces. The change makes sense to bring this 
community together within the same ward. 

 

 The new boundary for Central Rochdale extends south encapsulating most of the 
central area of Rochdale where the bus station resides and the tram stop ends as 
well as the majority of Drake Street areas, which residents would consider to be a 
part of Rochdale centre. The ward now has a more cohesive town centre structure 
rather than previously. 

 

 The forecasted electorate was expected to reduce in this ward by 2026 to a variance 
of -16%. The proposed changes to the ward boundary increases the electorate in 
Central Rochdale meaning, if accepted, the variance will be closer to the average 
number of electors per ward and within the tolerance set by the LGBCE with a 
variance of -4%. 

 

3.12 

 

 

 

3.13 Proposed Ward Boundary for East Middleton 

 
 The boundary of East Middleton ward has only been changed in polling districts NA 

and ND and their boundary with North Middleton ward.   The south and east 

boundaries form the borough boundaries with Manchester City Council. 

 Polling district NA will increase electorate and polling district ND will decrease. 

 In polling district NA, the boundary ran up Oldham Road until the roundabout with 

Ashton Lane then turned south down that lane to Wince Brook, east along the track 

behind the Army Cadet HQ to the junction with Kirkway and then north up Kirkway 

and then Townley Street back to the junction with Oldham Road.  This has now been 

amended to follow Oldham Road and reuniting the streets to the south of Oldham 

Road with East Middleton.  This is a more natural boundary as a busy dual 

carriageway previously cut these electors off from the rest of North Middleton and 

they have more community acquaintance with East Middleton. 

 In polling district ND, the boundary ran along Oldham Road, north up Newport Street 

and continued until it met with the River Irk. It then continued west along the river, 

then east along the rear of the houses on Hereford Way, Summerfield Way and 

Glenwood Drive (north of a playing field) and round the back of Scowcroft farm to 

Ward: East Middleton 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8955 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +2% 
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the borough boundary to the east.  The proposed boundary will run along Oldham 

Road to the junction with Mills Hill Road (which is the borough boundary) with the 

houses to the north of that road being in North Middleton and those to the south in 

East Middleton.  There is a large housing development earmarked for the playing 

fields and land north of Oldham Road which forms part of the community of North 

Middleton and the forecasted electorate is included in North Middleton predictions. 

 The proposed ward boundary changes increase the electorate a new forecasted 

variance of +2% if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

3.14 

 

 

 

 

3.15 Proposed Ward Boundary for Healey 

 

 The north boundary of Healey ward has been reduced losing a large amount of farm 
land into the Wardle and West Littleborough ward. This makes sense for the small 
community who reside in this area as this is mostly occupied by farms who use 
access roads that lead into Wardle Village and identify with this area. The new 
boundary is separated by natural rivers and brooks on the farmland on the north 
border.  

 

 The east boundary to the ward remains the same with changes on the southern 
boundary with an extension moving east to west along Foxholes Road in instead of 
Greenbank Road previously in line with the boundary of Cronkeyshaw Common. 
Foxholes Road then meets with Whitworth Road before proceeding north and then 
west along Cronkeyshaw Road before moving slightly south down Casson Gate and 
the onto Heights Lane. 

 

 The boundary then works around Brownhill View, incorporating Brownhill View 
apartments on Heights Lane who assimilate with this area as the flats face directly 
into the ward. The boundary then continues along existing lines following the border 
of Falinge Park and continuing onto a series of rivers running north. 

 

 The forecasted electorate was expected to reduce in this ward by 2026 to a variance 
of -5%. The changes to the proposed ward boundary increases the electorate to an 
acceptable number with a new forecasted variance of +2% if the proposed changes 
are accepted. 

 

3.16 

 

 

 

Ward: Healey 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8950 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +2% 

Ward: Hopwood Hall 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8972 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +2% 
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3.17 Proposed Ward Boundary for Hopwood Hall 

 

 The ward boundary of Hopwood Hall has reduced in order to lower the forecasted 
electoral variance expected in 2026.  

  

 The existing northern boundary originally followed Newhouse Road and moved east 
along Walton Street. This has now changed with a part of Walton Street now moving 
into North Heywood and the boundary now moving east behind the houses on 
Wentworth Avenue with the natural boundary of the playing fields. The boundary 
then follows north up Grasmere Avenue meeting the original boundary back at 
Walton Street. This change has taken a section of houses out of Hopwood Hall and 
placed into the North Heywood ward. 

 

 For Hopwood Hall, the east boundary from the north stays the same running south 
down the M62 cutting slightly east and following further south down the natural 
boundaries of fields running around the left side of Manchester Golf Course cutting 
off this section of the ward and placing into Castleton. The golf course entrance is 
accessible from the Castleton ward so the removal of this area from Hopwood Hall 
makes sense from a community access perspective. 

 

 The boundary then follows east along a river keeping Hopwood Hall College campus 
within the ward until the boundary meets Rochdale Road (A664) at the existing 
boundary. 

  

 The boundary continues to run south before moving west along the houses at the 
back of Hollin Lane, which will now be part of North Middleton ward in which they 
face. It then moves north of Hollin Lane back to the existing boundary back up 
towards the M62. There are no changes to the existing western boundary of the 
ward.  

 

 There is a significant amount of development in this ward so the changes allow for a 
reduction as a larger Hopwood Hall community develops centrally within the ward. 

 

 The forecasted electorate was expected to increase in this ward by 2026 to a 
variance of 8%. The changes to the proposed ward boundary decreases the 
electorate to an acceptable number with a new forecasted variance of +2% and 
8,972 forecasted electors in the ward if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

3.18 

 

 

 

 

3.19 Proposed Ward Boundary for Kingsway 

 

 The Kingsway ward boundary has undergone a series of changes due to the high 

Ward: Kingsway 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8704 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -1% 
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forecasted electoral variance of +12% expected in 2026. The ward is surrounded by 
five other wards with two of those surrounded by the border with Oldham meaning 
that changes were inevitable within this ward as the domino effect of ward changes 
to outer wards affecting inner wards.  

 

 The northern boundary continues to run along the railway from west to east as it did 
previously but now cuts north slightly onto Belfield Lane and along Dale Street 
circulating houses to the south of Saxon Hall along Woodlands View. This reduces a 
significant area that was previously polling district BF and placing into Smallbridge & 
Firgrove and Central Rochdale wards.  

 

 The eastern boundary then runs from the north to the south across the railway line, 
along Stanney Brook and down Kingsway before cutting to the east and following 
south along the Rochdale Canal. The boundary then veers along the railway line and 
follows the existing boundary behind Kingsway Business Park to the south.  

 

 The southern boundary is extended up to the border with Oldham borough before 
on the western boundary up Broad Lane. The boundary then cuts to the west and 
onto Oldham Road before moving north along the existing boundary to the railway 
line.  

 

 The changes to the proposed ward boundary decreases the electorate to an 
acceptable number with a new forecasted variance of -1% with 8704 forecasted 
electors in the ward if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

3.20 

 

 

 

 

3.21 Proposed Ward Boundary for Littleborough Lakeside 

 
 The boundary of Littleborough Lakeside ward has only been changed in polling 

districts RA and RE and their boundary with Wardle & West Littleborough ward.   The 

north and east boundaries form the borough boundary with Calderdale Council and 

the south boundary borders Milnrow and Newhey ward which is predominantly 

farmland and follows the M62 motorway and public footpaths. 

 Polling district RA will increase electorate and polling district RE will decrease. 

 The boundary of polling district RA went down Stubley Mill Road and then along the 

river Roch to the end of Riverstone Bride and then down to the railway line.  This has 

been amended to go down Stubley Mill Road to the North West boundary of the 

new housing estate then follow the River Roch south to the boundary with the 

railway line.  This new boundary incorporates the new housing estate into the ward 

Ward: Littleborough Lakeside 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8285 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -5% 
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and the community facilities available there instead of cutting it off thus making it 

more inclusive. 

 The boundary of polling district RD has been brought south from the River Roch to 

the railway line which is a more natural boundary between Littleborough Lakeside 

and Wardle and West Littleborough. The housing estate containing Rose Avenue, 

Chichester Close, Blyth Avenue, Johnston Avenue and Fairfax Drive is accessed via 

Smithybridge Road in Wardle & West Littleborough ward and was cut off from 

Littleborough Lakeside ward by the railway line.  This revised boundary reunites this 

estate with Wardle & West Littleborough ward where they access local amenities 

and form part of that community. 

 The proposed ward boundary changes decrease the electorate slightly with the ward 

now having a new forecasted variance of -5% with 8285 forecasted electors in the 

ward if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

3.22 

 

 

 

 

3.23 Proposed Ward Boundary for Milkstone & Deeplish 

 

 From the north, the Milkstone & Deeplish ward now follows east down St Mary’s 
Gate along the Esplanade and around Packer Street and Church Lane up to 
Broadfield Park. The park is synonymous with the residents of this area and is mainly 
accessed on foot from residents in the Milkstone & Deeplish ward. Additionally 
Broadfield Community School is also accessed by the community who reside in that 
ward.  

 

 The boundary then follows Drake Street and Maclure Road to the railway. Next, the 
boundary runs directly south along Oldham Road before following the natural 
boundary of Rochdale canal along the southern boundary with Balderstone & 
Kirkholt. 

  

The boundary runs along the western boundary behind Stoney Vale Court and then 
north through Sandbrook Park, along New Barn Lane before turning west along 
Manchester Road.  The boundary then moves north on the west boundary up Roch 
Valley Way until it meets the River Roch where it cuts back east before meeting 
College Road. The changes to the west boundary of Milkstone and Deeplish remove 
an area that was previously in Castleton ward and still identifies as such. The 
Brimrod community that previously resided east in the Bamford ward is also brought 
into the ward. Brimrod is more identifiable as a community with this ward with 
natural transport links facing into the town centre area rather than moving further 
west in Bamford. 

Ward: Milkstone & Deeplish 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8899 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +2% 
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The forecasted electorate was expected to decrease in this ward by 2026 to a 
variance of +7%. The proposed ward boundary changes decrease the electorate to 
an acceptable number with a new forecasted variance of +2% with 8,899 forecasted 
electors in the ward if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

3.24 

 

 

 

 

3.25 Proposed Ward Boundary for Milnrow & Newhey 

 
The boundary of Milnrow and Newhey ward has only been changed in polling district 

SA.  The east and south boundaries form the borough boundaries with Oldham 

Council and the north boundary borders Littleborough Lakeside ward which is 

predominantly farmland and follows the M62 motorway and public footpaths. 

The change in the west of the ward has moved from the river Beal to behind the 

Bowling Green on Thistle Green, to the left of Carrick on Rochdale Road, around the 

perimeter of Moorhouse Primary school, right of houses on Hebble Butt Close and 

Mons Close to the railway line.  This follows a path from the railway line into the 

estate and retains the different housing types built at different time periods in 

different wards. This amendment reunites the village of Milnrow as a community 

together, which is served by shops, a doctor’s practice, schools, pubs and railway 

station.  

The forecasted electorate figures for 2026 have increased by 588 and the variance is 

3% from the average. 

3.26 

 

 

 

 

3.27 Proposed Ward Boundary for Norden 

 
The boundary of Norden ward has been changed in polling districts JA JB JD and their 

boundaries with North Heywood, Bamford and Spotland & Falinge wards.  The north 

and west boundaries form the borough boundaries with Rossendale County Council 

and Bury Council so these cannot be changed. 

Polling districts JA and JD will increase electorate and polling district JB will decrease. 

The north boundary of JA has been extended up to the borough boundary with 

Rossendale which takes in farmland from Spotland & Falinge ward. Geographically 

Ward: Milnrow & Newhey 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 9020 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +3% 

Ward: Norden 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8274 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -6% 
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much of this area comprises moorlands, farms and hamlets. Many of the issues the 

residents have concerns over are the same as in Norden such as off road bikers 

destroying moorland habitats and there have been a number of initiatives promoted 

jointly by residents of this area and the Norden Forum. 

The borough and ward boundary comes south down the River Spodden and then 

goes around the back (north) of the houses on Elmpark Grove to the junction with 

Rooley Moor Road.  

The east boundary between Norden and Spotland & Falinge wards then goes south 

down Rooley Moor Road to the north of the Black Dog pub and then along the back 

of the houses on Fearndene and Whitemoss. The boundary then follows the rear of 

the properties on Stocksgate to the north of the Caldershaw Centre, round the back 

of the properties to the south of Caldershaw Road.  It then continues to the east of 

Caldershaw Primary school and down Moorland Terrace to the junction with 

Edenfield Road, where it continues west to the junction with Bagslate Moor Road.  

The southern boundary of polling district JB has been amended to run right along 

Clay Lane which is a more natural boundary, meaning that all houses to the south 

are now all together in Bamford ward. 

The southern boundary between polling district JD and North Heywood ran up Bury 

and Rochdale Old Road and this has now been moved south to follow the more 

natural boundary of the River Roch.  Houses and farms on the south side of Bury and 

Rochdale Old Road, west of Bamford Road and Victoria Terrace are now in Norden 

ward. These properties are generally more naturally attached to local communities 

in Birtle. 

The east boundary with Bamford used to run to the east of Jowkin Lane then down 

Norden Road the west along Bury and Rochdale Old Road.  This boundary has now 

been moved east to go south down Furbarn Lane, then follows the Rake onto School 

Lane to the junction with Ashworth Road where it then goes South to the junction 

with Bury and Rochdale Old Road. It continues south down Bamford Road to Hooley 

Bridge where it meets the River Roch. 

The new proposed ward boundary means the forecasted electorate is expected to 
increase in this ward by 2026 with a new variance of -6%. 

 

3.28 

 

 

 

3.29 Proposed Ward Boundary for North Heywood 

 

 There have been two main boundary changes that have been proposed for the North 

Ward: North Heywood 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8655 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -1% 
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Heywood ward. The first is on the south border extending into Hopwood Hall ward. 
The boundary now moves south from Walton Street along Grasmere Avenue then 
back north up Newhouse Road meeting the East Lancashire railway following the 
existing boundary. This brings houses from the Hopwood Hall ward into North 
Heywood. 

  

 Secondly to the west the boundary follows the existing border around the back of 
Cherwell Avenue and behind the Medway before taking the more natural boundary 
of the river Roch back west to east along the north boundary. This is more 
appropriate as a natural divide between the Heywood and Rochdale Township. 

  

The new proposed ward boundary means the forecasted electorate is expected to 
increase slightly in this ward by 2026 with a new variance of -1%. 

 

 

3.30 

 

 

 

 

3.31 Proposed Ward Boundary for North Middleton 

 

 For North Middleton there has been an extension of the ward boundary to the west 
into West Middleton. Polling district (PD) has been moved fully into North Middleton 
ward from West Middleton ward. 

 

 The west boundary now runs along Kirkstone Drive to Mellalieu Street and south 
back along Wood Street. The existing boundary is then followed to the south to the 
roundabout where Middleton Way meets Manchester New Road. The new boundary 
for the south of North Middleton runs east along Oldham Road all the way to the 
railway line. The railway line is then followed north on the original boundary line 
moving east along the border with Oldham borough bringing in Stakehill Industrial 
estate into the ward from Castleton. Stakehill has been historically associated with 
Middleton and would be considered an area of Middleton by residents who reside 
and access through. 

 

 The north boundary cuts back west along the A627 to the roundabout following the 
A664 moving along Rochdale Road on the existing boundary until the boundary line 
meets Hollin Lane. The boundary follows the back of the houses on Hollin Lane until 
it meets Langdale Drive and Windermere Road before following Ennerdale Road 
through Mowbray Walk to Kirkstone Drive and Mellalieu Street. 

 

 The forecasted electorate was expected to decrease in this ward by 2026 to a 
variance of -10%. The proposed ward boundary changes increase the electorate to 
an acceptable number with a new forecasted variance of +6% with 9,322 forecasted 
electors in the ward if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

Ward: North Middleton 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 9322 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +6% 
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3.32 

 

 

 

 

3.33 Proposed Ward Boundary for Smallbridge & Firgrove 

 

 In Smallbridge & Firgrove the boundary has stayed relatively the same in the north 
east with a slight change along the new development south of Halifax Road with 
access at the point between Wheelwright Drive and Dye House Lane. The community 
who reside in this area associate themselves with the Wardle & West Littleborough 
ward; access from this area leads directly into Littleborough Village.  

 

 The eastern boundary of the ward stays the same following natural boundaries along 
rivers south until it cuts south west from the river Beal following behind the bowling 
green on Thistle Green, to the left of Carrick on Rochdale Road, around the 
perimeter of Moorhouse Primary school, right of houses on Hebble Butt Close and 
Monks Close to the railway line.  This follows a path from the railway into the estate 
and retains the different housing types built at different time periods in both the 
Smallbridge & Firgrove and Milnrow & Newhey wards. This change rejoins Milnrow 
centre together removing the area from Smallbridge & Firgrove. 

 

 The boundary continues along the railway line running west until it meets the 
natural boundary of the Rochdale Canal; here the boundary moves slightly north 
before cutting west around Kingsway Retail Park and to the left of Albert Royds 
Street along a brook to the railway line. The boundary now runs north west along 
Belfield Old Road to the river where it follows north along the River Roch. The 
change here reunites the Belfield community on both sides of Albert Royds Street. As 
mentioned previously, the community in Belfield access the same living spaces, 
share parks and access the same amenities on both sides of Albert Royds Street. 

 

 The boundary then moves to the west of the new development on Albert Royds 
Street and up Canon Street crossing Halifax Road before moving west along Red Lane 
before meeting the natural boundary of the river to the existing boundary. This 
brings in a community and series of houses from the area that are more likely to be 
associated with the Smallbridge & Firgrove ward rather than Central Rochdale which 
feels from a residents perspective, a lot further away in terms of distance. 

 

 Smallbridge & Firgrove is geographically a linear ward which borders with five other 
wards.  The changes made particularly around Belfield estate bring back together a 
community centrally within the ward.  

 

 The proposed boundaries would mean the villages and areas in between central 
Rochdale and the Pennines would be placed together. To place areas such as 
Firgrove within Rochdale would run against how residents feel about where they 
live. Residents within Smallbridge and along Halifax Road often look toward the 
Pennines and feel somewhat separate to Wardleworth in Rochdale. It is a significant 

Ward: Smallbridge & Firgrove 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8808 

Forecasted Electorate Variance 0% 
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improvement that Belfield is now amalgamated and those in the southern tip of the 
existing ward will now be reunited with Milnrow’s village centre. These are 
significant improvements and come a long way to ensuring the boundaries reflect 
the communities of the area effectively. 

 

 The proposed ward boundary changes would mean the forecasted electorate in 
2026 would expected to be 8808 electors for the ward with a new electoral variance 
of 0%. 

 

 

3.34 

 

 

 

 

3.35 Proposed Ward Boundary for South Middleton 

 

 In South Middleton there have been extensions to the existing ward boundaries on 
the northern and western boundary lines. 

 

 From the west, the boundary extends north up Heywood Old Road following the 
border with Bury Council before moving east and then south around the back of 
Langley estate meeting the existing boundary. This brings the Bowlee area into South 
Middleton. The area has a major access road from the south into the South 
Middleton ward and geographically is separated from the rest of West Middleton by 
fields; the community in this area are more likely to identify with the South of 
Middleton. 

 

 The existing boundary line is followed east before moving north on to Bowness Road 
and then south east along Wood Street to the entrance of Top Street and the 
existing boundary. This brings in The Church of Our Lady of the Assumption (St Pauls) 
into South Middleton ward as is Torver Drive and the houses that were previously in 
West Middleton. 

 

The forecasted electorate was expected to decrease in this ward by 2026 to a 
variance of -9%. The proposed ward boundary changes increase the electorate to an 
acceptable number with a new forecasted variance of +3% with 9044 forecasted 
electors in the ward if the proposed changes are accepted. 

 

3.36 

 

 

 

 

3.37 Proposed Ward Boundary for Spotland & Falinge 

 

 From the north, the existing polling district FA has been reduced in size with the 

Ward: South Middleton 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 9044 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +3% 

Ward: Spotland & Falinge 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8343 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -5% 
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large amounts of farm land that is prominent in this area being amalgamated into 
the Norden ward. The farms in this area identify with the Norden community. The 
new northern boundary then cuts down Rooley Moor Road and then back onto the 
original boundary before moving west along Caldershaw Lane and along the existing 
boundary with Norden ward. 

 

 From the west, there is a change in boundary, reducing the electorate, moving from 
west to east along Edenfield Road and separating the houses south into Norden 
ward. 

 

 On the east boundary there is an extension of the ward along Toad Lane following St 
Marys Gate south and then back west onto College Road. This brings College Bank 
and Lower Falinge back into the ward, which is appropriate as the community from 
this area, would view themselves as residing in the Spotland & Falinge ward and 
accessing amenities and services from this area. 

 

 The proposed ward boundary changes would mean the forecasted electorate in 
2026 would expected to be 8343 electors for the Spotland & Falinge ward with a 
new electoral variance of -5% from the average number of electors per ward. 

 

3.38 

 

  

 

 

3.39 Proposed Ward Boundary for Wardle & West Littleborough 

 

 Wardle & West Littleborough has extended from the west to encapsulate farmland 
and some farm houses which have access roads that lead into Wardle Village; 
residents from this area access amenities within the village such as shops, the post 
office and pubs. The boundary runs west following a small brook surrounding 
Brownhouse Wham Reservoir then following north along a natural boundary 
meeting the existing ward boundary line. 

 

 To the south west there is a new development south of Halifax Road with access at 
the point between Wheelwright Drive and Dye House Lane. The community who 
reside in this area associate themselves with the Wardle & West Littleborough ward; 
access out of this area runs naturally to the east and into Littleborough Village. It 
makes sense for this ward boundary change to run to the left of the new 
development ensuring this new community will be part of the ward. 

 

 To the south east of the ward, the decision was made to extend the boundary along 
the natural border of the railway line bringing streets in the lower Smithybridge area 
such as Rose Avenue, Chichester Close, Yea Fold into Wardle & West Littleborough 
ward as well as businesses such as Cleland McIvor and the Topham’s Tavern. The 
boundary then continues west following a brook and then cutting to the left side of a 
new housing estate along Stubley Mill Road. The housing estate will now be part of 

Ward: Wardle & West Littleborough 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8484 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -3% 
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Littleborough Lakeside ward. 

 

 The proposed ward boundary changes would mean the forecasted electorate in 
2026 would expected to be 8484 electors for the ward with a new electoral variance 
of -3%. 

 

3.40 

 

 

 

 

3.41 Proposed Ward Boundary for West Heywood 

 

 West Heywood is the only ward where it was deemed by members of the steering 
group that no changes to the ward boundary were necessary. 

 

 The forecasted electorate for 2026 shows the electoral variance in the ward is 
expected to decrease over time bringing the variance close to the electoral average 
per ward at +1%. As West Heywood only borders with Hopwood Hall ward and North 
Heywood it was felt that changes to these two wards didn’t need to impact West 
Heywood keeping this area and its community together under the same ward 
boundary. 

 

 

3.42 

 

 

 

 

3.43 Proposed Ward Boundary for West Middleton 

 

 The forecasted electorate for West Middleton ward for 2026 was the highest in the 
borough with an electorate of 11,863 and an expected variance of 35% over the 
average electors per ward. This was due to the extensive housing development that 
is being constructed in this area in the next few years.  

 

 In order to reduce the electorate in this ward it was proposed by the steering group 
to fully remove original polling districts of PA and PD into corresponding wards. 

 

 The east boundary from the north now follows south down Hollin Lane then moving 
west onto Langdale Drive. This follows Windermere Road cutting back to the east 
along Ennerdale Road to meet the original boundary at Kirkstone Drive along 
Mowbray Walk. The boundary then continues south along Kirkstone Drive working 
behind the houses on Melliau Street which are now in the North Middleton ward. 
This change makes sense as the houses face directly into the ward. 

 

 The new south boundary is Wood Street which runs west to Bowness Road on the 

Ward: West Heywood 
  
Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 8494 

Forecasted Electorate Variance -3% 

Ward: West Middleton 
  

Forecasted Electorate (based on ward boundary changes) 9270 

Forecasted Electorate Variance +6% 
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original boundary cutting out properties to the south. The Church of Our Lady of the 
Assumption (St Pauls) is now moved into South Middleton ward as is Torver Drive as 
the boundary from Bowness Road cuts south down Gowan Drive meeting up with 
the existing boundary. 

 

 The existing boundary lines for polling districts are followed north behind the 
Langley estate crossing Heywood Old Road and following the natural boundary of a 
river to the north meeting the M62 motorway. 

 

 This change separates the community of Bowlee from West Middleton placing the 
area into South Middleton. The Bowlee area can only be accessed from the north 
and south, so this change makes sense geographically as the area is separated from 
the rest of West Middleton by fields and the access routes to this area are 
predominantly from South Middleton. 

 

 The proposed ward boundary changes would mean the forecasted electorate in 
2026 would expected to be 9287 electors for the ward with a new electoral variance 
of +6% which is now well within the electoral tolerance of +-10% set out by the 
LGBCE. 

 

Background Papers Place of Inspection 
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